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Questions

1. What is Geography?’
2. When/how did modern Geography originate?
3. What is HUMAN Geography?
4. What are the five themes of geography? Briefly outline each one.
5. Define and explain the difference between space and place
6. How does the word “spatial” affect the questions geographers ask?
7. Explain the difference between relative and absolute location.
8. Explain the difference between site and situation.
9. Explain the difference between “natural” and “cultural” landscape.
10. What is Tobler’s First Law of Geography?
11. What are the three elements used to define spatial distribution? Explain each.
12. Define and provide 2 examples for each type of region.

13. Why are map projections different? Provide a couple of examples.
14. Explain the different types of maps according to what data they show.

15. What is the purpose of models?
CHAPTER 1 OVERVIEW

1. Geography's separate physical/cultural and regional/systematic interests and approaches are not divisive but reflect the complex unity of the field based on its historically consistent interests in areal variation, spatial systems, and human–environmental interrelationships.

2. Human geography focuses on people in their spatial patterns, their cultural variations, and the cultural landscapes they create. Patterns and processes of human–environmental interaction are fundamental to its concerns.

3. Geographers ask questions that are spatial in focus and systems and analytical in approach. Their investigations are guided by established basic concepts and vocabularies. Location, distance, and direction give definition to spatial descriptions; site and situation address different aspects of absolute and relative location; scale suggests the degree of generalization of a geographic inquiry. Spatial distributions may be analyzed by reference to: density—the quantity of a thing within a unit area; dispersion—the spread of a phenomenon over area; and pattern—the geometric arrangement of items. Spatial interaction is the term that summarizes the structured and comprehensible ways in which places and peoples are connected at a distance; accessibility and connectivity help define interaction probabilities.

4. The natural landscape provides the setting of human action. The cultural landscape is the visible imprint of that activity in the environment. The attributes of both types of landscape change over time.

5. As a spatial science, geography employs the regional concept to generalize and classify areal regularities and differences in natural and cultural landscapes. Location, content, spatial extent, and boundaries are descriptive elements of all regions—formal, functional, perceptual, or vernacular.

6. Maps are basic tools geographers use to record spatial data and to identify and analyze regions. Scale determines the degree to which landscape reality is generalized on the map; projection defines the way the curved earth is represented on a flat surface.

7. The globe grid is defined by parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude. Knowledge of the properties of the globe grid can inform the map user of the kinds and degrees of distortion present on the map.

8. General purpose or reference maps display physical or human-made features of an area or of the world without analysis. Thematic maps present single categories of either qualitative or quantitative data. Cartograms and statistical, dot, isometric, isopleth, graduated circle, and choropleth maps present areal data in different ways for different purposes and emphases. Mental maps are images about an area or environment developed by individuals that color their spatial perceptions and movements.

9. Geographic information systems use digitized data and computer manipulation to investigate and display spatial information. A GIS database is a structured set of spatial information for automating geographical analysis and synthesis.


10. The content of area is interrelated and comprises a spatial system subject to description and analysis through maps and other spatial models, which are simplified abstractions of reality devised to clarify causal relationships. Geography engages in spatial systems analysis, with an important part of its attention directed to patterns and spatial systems of human creation.

