The Catcher in the Rye

Group Analysis Project
This project is an in-depth look at the work from multiple perspectives. Your group needs to illustrate “deep time” with the text and proficiency with the focus that you chose. Remember, there are only seven groups in each class, which means the groups are large (6-7 people). This doesn’t mean less work, rather better presentations. 

You are to choose one of the following topics to focus on and create a 15-20 minute presentation that all group members are involved in presenting. No topic can be done more than once per class. Presentations can be in any medium you chose: video, live-action, animation, puppet show, etc.

Be creative. Be interesting. Be prepared. Be organized.

1) Freudian Psychoanalytic Criticism- focus on key terms (id, ego, superego, Oedipus complex, etc). Your presentation should explain the terms and relate them to the events in The Catcher in the Rye, including Holden’s reaction to these events. Do not limit your understanding to just these terms.
2) Jungian (Archetypal / Myth) Criticism- focus on key terms (archetype, literary hero, collective unconscious, etc). Your presentation should explain the terms and relate them to the events in The Catcher in the Rye, including Holden’s reaction to these events. Do not limit your understanding to just these terms.

3) Literary Analysis- focus on the content of the work as a whole (setting, symbolism, imagery, etc). This should be a deep literary analysis that encompasses the psychoanalytical aspects of the work in great detail. 

4) Character Analysis- focus on psychoanalyzing four characters, not including, Holden, in the novel. Examine why they behave the way they do. Discover underlying reasons for their behavior.
5) Five Stages of Grief- Taking into account Elisabeth Kübler-Ross’ theories about the five stages of grief, examine the novel to find examples of how Holden deals with the death of his brother, Allie. Your presentation needs to explain the steps in Kübler-Ross’ theory, and analyze Holden in light of this theory.

6) Transcendentalist Philosophy Criticism- Your presentation should explain the philosophy and relate it to the characters and events in The Catcher in the Rye.
7) Existentialist Philosophy Criticism- Your presentation should explain the philosophy and relate it to the characters and events in The Catcher in the Rye.
Remember, let the work guide your presentation and WOW your audience. Show passion for the work and make sure everyone in your group takes part in the presentation.

